Preface                               xi
As   to  defining  what  is  meant  by   the   mediaeval
period, it is not easy to lay down any hard and fast
rule, for the change from old methods or conditions to
new, which practically constitutes the division between
the mediaeval and the modern periods, occurred at a
different date in each industry.    The crucial point in
gunfounding was the invention of solid casting in the
time of Henry VIII ;   in the cloth industry it was the
introduction   of   the   ' new   draperies '   by   Protestant
refugees in the reign of Elizabeth;   for iron mining it
was the adoption of pit coal for smelting in the seven-
teenth  century;    for  coal mining,   the application  of
steam power to solve the problems of drainage at great
depths early in the eighteenth century.    Yet,  taking
one thing with another, the sixteenth century may be
considered to be the period of transition.    The rise of
the capitalist and the monopolist, the social revolution
of the Reformation, with the abolition of the monastic
houses and the beginnings of  the  Poor-Law system,
constituted a new era for the working classes, even when
unaccompanied by any startling change in methods or
mechanical media..   Moreover, from the middle of the
sixteenth century documents and records relating to
industrial matters become more numerous and more
accessible, and this is therefore the usual starting-point
for those who write upon these subjects.    For these
reasons my accounts of the various selected industries
will be found to end at such dates within the sixteenth
century as have seemed convenient, though I have not
slavishly refrained from taking out of the seventeenth